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For hundreds of Indian
students admitted to Harvard this
year, what should have been a
proud moment of achievement
turned into weeks of fear and
confusion. In May, the US
Department of Homeland
Security revoked Harvard’s
license to host international
students, accusing the university
of fostering a hostile campus
climate and withholding key
records related to protests. The
sudden order left more than
7,000 foreign students, including
nearly 800 Indians, facing
uncertainty about their visas and
future. Harvard challenged the
move in court and won a
temporary reprieve, but the
damage was already done.
Students admitted for Fall 2025
were left questioning whether
their lifelong dreams of studying
at the world’s most prestigious
university were slipping away.
Some, like a 52-year-old school

principal from Delhi, decided to
take the leap anyway. After tense
weeks of waiting and intense
scrutiny of her social media
accounts, her visa was finally
approved. She boarded a flight
to Boston, determined not to let
the opportunity slip. Today, she
is  attending lectures on
leadership and  curriculum
design, though the shadow of
that crisis still lingers. Others
followed the same path,
unwilling to sacrifice a once-in-
a-lifetime chance. A 26-year-old
from Gujarat, admitted to
Harvard Kennedy School on a
prestigious fellowship, said it
felt like gambling with fate. “I
knew the risks, but I told
myself—if I don’t take this
chance, I'll regret it forever,” he
admitted, even as he
acknowledged  that every
conversation on campus still
carries a sense of unease. But
many chose otherwise. A 24-
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Harvard Dreams Shakenhy US
Visa Grackdown: Indian Students
TornBetween Risk and Retreat

year-old policy consultant from
Haryana, admitted to Harvard’s
Master’s in Public Policy,
deferred his admission despite
losing his $700 deposit. “It
wasn’t just about money,” he
explained. “It was about
survival. I didn’t want to live in
constant fear of being thrown
out.” Another 25-year-old from
Delhi, who had secured a place
in Harvard’s MPA program,
stepped back for similar reasons,
citing huge loans and job market
insecurities.  “It felt like
gambling with my family’s
future,” he said. For now, those
who stayed behind in India
continue with jobs and other
opportunities, holding on to the
hope that someday they will
walk through Harvard’s halls
without fear. For those who
went, every lecture and
conversation is colored by the
knowledge of how fragile their
place in the US has become.
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NEET UG Counselling 2025:
MCC Releases Revised Schedule for
Round 2, Choice-Filling from September 5

The  Medical  Counselling
Committee (MCC) has officially
released the revised schedule for the
NEET UG Counselling 2025 Round
2. The updated dates have been
published on the official website of
MCC at mcc.nic.inAlong with the
new dates for Round 2, MCC has
also extended the resignation facility
for candidates allotted seats in Round
1. Students who wish to withdraw
their seats without losing their
security deposit can do so until
September 3, 2025 (5 pm). After this
deadline, resignations will not be
accepted without penalty, making it
important for students to take timely
action. As per the revised counselling
plan, the choice-filling for Round 2
will begin from September 5, 2025.
The processing of seat allotments is
scheduled to take place between
September 10 and 11, and the Round
2 seat allotment result will be
declared on September 12, 2025.
Candidates who are allotted seats in
this round will be required to report
to their respective institutes between
September 13 and 19, 2025.
Following this, institutes will

conduct verification of the data of
joined candidates between
September 20 and 21. In addition to
the all-India counselling process, the
schedule for state counselling quotas
has also been revised. Students
applying under state quota seats
should carefully go through the
updated timelines to avoid missing
any deadlines. According to the new
plan, Round 2 of state counselling
will take place from September 4 to
September 12, with the last date of
joining fixed as September 19, 2025.
After this, Round 3 will be
conducted between September 24

and October 3, followed by
verification and reporting
formalities.

The revised counselling schedule
is crucial for all candidates aspiring
for MBBS and BDS admissions this
year, as it provides a clear roadmap
for the upcoming rounds of seat
allotment both under the all-India
and state quotas. Students are
strongly advised to follow the
official MCC website regularly to
stay updated with any further
changes or announcements.
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