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On Teachers’ Day, Madhya Pradesh to Honour
Outstanding Educators, Best to be Chosen from Nearly
Four Lakh Teachers at State, District, and Block Levels

Bhopal. On the
occasion of Teachers’
Day, the state of
Madhya Pradesh will
honour educators who
have made remarkable
contributions to the
field of education. This
year, the  School
Education Department
has taken a special
initiative by
categorising awards at
the state, district, and
block levels so that

teachers who have
shown dedication,
hard work, and
commitment in

improving the quality
of education can be
duly recognised. Out of

nearly four lakh
teachers in the state,
only ten will be

honoured with the

prestigious State-Level
Awards. These
educators will be
selected based on their
contributions in the
classroom, innovative
teaching methods,
shaping the future of
students, and active
involvement in social

causes. The state
awardees will Dbe
regarded as role

models and a source of
inspiration for the
entire teaching
fraternity of Madhya
Pradesh. At the district
level, a special selection
committee has been
formed  comprising
eminent educationists
and administrative
officials. The
committee will ensure
complete transparency

SBI PO Prelims Result
Expected To Be
Released In September

The State Bank of India (SBI) is expected to

release the

Probationary Officer

(PO)

Preliminary 2025 result in the month of
September. Once released, candidates will be
able to check and download the result on the
official website of the bank- sbi.co.in. The SBI
PO preliminary examination was conducted on
August 4, 2025 to fill a total of 600 vacancies.

Number of Vacancies Available
Of the 600 vacancies, 500 are for regular

candidates and 41

vacancies.

are
For Scheduled Caste (SC), 75

regular backlog

(Regular) and 5 (Backlog) are reserved. 37
(Regular) + 36 (Backlog) for Scheduled Caste
(SC), 135 for Other Backward Classes (OBC), 50
for Economically Weaker Section (EWS) and
203 for Unreserved Category (UR).

Selection Process

The SBI

recruitment

consists of a

preliminary examination followed by a main
examination and phase 3. The preliminary
examination is held for a duration of 1 hour with

in the selection process
to identify teachers
who have
demonstrated
excellence in their
profession. Similarly,

at the block level,
arrangements  have
also been made to
encourage and

acknowledge teachers
for their efforts.

The Teacher’s Day
felicitation programme
is not only an occasion
to reward outstanding

celebrated for their
efforts at a public
platform, it motivates
them to work with even
greater  enthusiasm
toward improving the
quality of education.
This initiative by the
Education Department
not only acknowledges
the dedication and
hard work of teachers
but also highlights
their vital role in
shaping the future
generations. This
year’s Teachers’ Day in
Madhya Pradesh will
truly belong to those
educators who, with

5

IT-JEE Admissions 2025: Final Seat
Allotment Exceeds Sanctioned
Capacity Across Multiple IITs

In the final round
of admissions for the
Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs), the
number of  seats
allotted to students
has gone beyond the
sanctioned intake in
several premier
institutes. This trend
has been highlighted
in the latest report
released by the Joint
Implementation
Committee (JIO),
raising eyebrows
about the seat
allocation mechanism.
As per the official data,

exceeding the
approved capacity by
28 seats. This excess
allocation is  not
confined to a single IIT
but has been observed
across multiple
campuses. At IIT
Bombay, a total of
1,364 students have
been allotted seats
against its sanctioned
capacity of 1,360. IIT
Delhi has admitted
1,241 students
compared to its
approved strength of
1,239. Similarly, IIT
Kharagpur allotted

Dhanbad also
exceeded its limit by
admitting 1,213
students instead of
1,210, and IIT Madras

allotted 1,124 seats as
compared to the
approved 1,121. IIT

Kanpur followed the
same pattern, with
1,215 students being
admitted against the
capacity of 1,210. The

final round of
admissions, where the
system ensures that no
seat goes unutilized,

especially after
multiple rounds of
withdrawal and
acceptance. For

students, this comes as
an unexpected but
welcome development,
as more candidates
have secured seats in

teachers but also
serves as an
opportunity to
showcase ideal
educators as role

models for society and
students.
government believes
that when teachers are
recognised

The

and

their commitment and
sincerity, continue to
illuminate the path of
knowledge and inspire
thousands of young
minds.

the sanctioned intake
across the 23 IITs for
2025 was fixed at
18,160. However, the
final allotments went
up to 18,188, thereby

sanctioned

630. IIT

1,923 seats against the

while IIT Hyderabad
admitted 631 students
against its capacity of

1,919,

could be due

(ISM) adjustments in

overshooting of seats, prestigious IITs
although numerically despite the strict
small, reflects intake limitations.
anomalies in the H o w e v er,
allotment system, administrative circles
where seat are likely to revisit the
distribution extends mechanism to
marginally beyond the maintain parity
sanctioned numbers. between sanctioned
Experts believe this capacity and final

to admissions in future
the academic sessions.

Indian History Congress Accuses NCERT of Distorting
Partition Narrative, Calls Modules Communal and Misleading

The ongoing debate
over the portrayal of
India’s Partition in school
textbooks has intensified
after the Indian History
Congress (IHC) strongly
criticised the new modules
released by the National
Council of Educational
Research and Training
(NCERT). In a strongly
worded resolution dated

August 25, the IHC
described the modules
prepared for ‘Partition
Horrors = Remembrance
Day’ as a deliberate
attempt to inject

“falsehoods with a clear
communal intent” into the
minds of young students.
According to the
historians’ body, the
distorted and polarising
narrative presented in
these publications could

have long-lasting effects on
school-going children, as
they are being exposed to a
one-sided and selective
version of history. The
modules, launched earlier
this month, were prepared
in two separate formats —
one for the middle school
stage (Classes 6 to 8) and
another for the secondary
stage (Classes 9 to 12).
They were introduced as
part of the government’s
commemoration of
Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day, which
is  marked annually.
However, the IHC claims
that the content not only
holds the Muslim League
but also the Indian
National Congress
responsible for the division
of the country. In doing so,
it argues, the modules

absolve British colonial
rulers of any
accountability, even
though their long-standing
“divide and rule” strategy
was at the root of Partition.

The resolution further
stressed that history was
being turned “completely
upside down.” It recalled
that the Partition of 1947
was not an overnight event
but the culmination of
decades of British policies
that deliberately fostered
communal divisions. The
THC pointed out that since
the revolt of 1857, which
saw Hindus and Muslims
fighting together against
colonial power, the British
intensified efforts to
weaken national unity by
encouraging religious and
political divides. According
to historians, this policy

eventually paved the way
for the tragedy of Partition,
which displaced millions
and led to mass killings
across both sides of the
border.

Criticism was also
levelled at the selective
representation of violence
in the NCERT modules.
The THC observed that all
the descriptions presented
in the material focus
exclusively on the killings
and humiliation of Hindus
and Sikhs, while making no
mention of retaliatory
horrors  suffered by
Muslims during the same
period. By ignoring this
reality, the historians
argue, the modules present
a dangerously incomplete
and communalised picture
of one of the most painful
episodes in India’s history.

The resolution by the
Indian History Congress
makes it clear that such
distortions could damage
the way younger
generations understand
their past. It warned that
instead of encouraging
harmony and
reconciliation, the new
modules risk deepening
divisions by planting
biased and  selective
historical narratives in the
education system. As the
controversy unfolds, the
debate over how Partition
is remembered and taught
in India’s classrooms is
expected to intensify
further, with historians,
educators, and
policymakers likely to clash
over the balance between
memory, history, and
political agendas.

100 questions asked, each carrying a weightage
of 1 mark. Questions are asked from three
subjects, namely - English Language,
Quantitative Aptitude and Reasoning Ability.

The main examination consists of Reasoning
& Computer Aptitude, Data Analysis &
Interpretation, General Awareness / Economy/
Banking Knowledge and English Language and
is held for a duration of 3 hours for 200 marks
and 170 questions. The main examination is
followed by a Descriptive paper which tests the
communication skills of students through
Emails, Reports, Situation Analysis & Precis
Writing. It is held for a duration of 30 minutes
for 50 marks. Main exam and descriptive paper
are part of the Phase-II of the recruitment
process. The Phase-III comprises of a
Psychometric test for personality profiling
followed by a Group exercise (20 marks) and
Interview (30 marks).

Lower birth rates behind
declinein government
school enrolments: Official

India’s school education system is showing
strong signs of progress, as per the latest
UDISE+ 2024—25 report released by the
Ministry of Education. From improved teacher
strength to better gross enrolment ratios, lower
dropout rates, and stronger infrastructure, the
data reflects steady improvements that are
reshaping how children across the country
experience schooling. However, there has been
a steady drop in government school enrolments
over three years, because "fertility rates have
dropped in India" as per a government official.

Here are the major highlights from the
UDISE+ 2024—25 report:

INCREASED NUMBER OF TEACHERS
PER CHILD

For the first time in any academic year, since
the beginning of UDISE +, the total number of
teachers has crossed the 1 crore mark in
2024-25. The increase in teacher numbers is a
critical step toward improving student-teacher
ratios, ensuring quality education, and
addressing regional disparities in teacher
availability. The numbers are steadily increasing
since 2022-23 and the reporting year. There is a
rise of 6.7% number of teachers during the
reporting year as compared to 2022-23.

DECREASE IN ENROLMENT IN GOVT
SCHOOLS

Government school enrolment has been
steadily dropping for several years. This year,
with 24.69% enrolments, there has been a slight
drop in enrolments as compared to 25.17% in
2023-24. “The NHFS (national health family
survey 2024) shows that fertility rates have
dropped in India.
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US Government Tightens Visa Rules for
International Students, Researchers, and Journalists

The United States has
announced sweeping changes
to its visa policy that are
expected to make it more
difficult for international
students, exchange visitors,
and foreign journalists to enter
and remain in the country.
Backed by new policy guidance
issued by the US Citizenship

and Immigration Services
(USCIS) and a proposed
regulation first introduced
under the Trump

administration, the tightened
rules bring stricter scrutiny of
applicants’ personal, political,
and immigration backgrounds.
The move has sparked
widespread concern within

academic and professional
circles, as it could affect
hundreds of thousands of

individuals who rely on student
and cultural visas to study,
work, or participate in
exchange programmes in the
US. Under the revised
guidelines, USCIS officers have
been instructed to examine
applicants’ conduct,
immigration history, family
ties, and ideological leanings
more closely before approving
or renewing visas. The policy
specifically states that any
association with, endorsement
of, or support for anti-
American or  antisemitic

ideologies, or ties to terrorist
organisations, may result in
outright denial or revocation of
a visa. This represents a
significant shift toward a
discretionary system, where
officers are now required to
balance both positive and
negative factors when
considering applications. A key
component of the new visa
framework is the proposal to
impose fixed durations on
categories of non-immigrant
visas that previously allowed
more flexibility. International
students on F visas and cultural
exchange visitors on J visas,
who were traditionally allowed
to stay for the full duration of
their academic or cultural
programme, may now be
restricted to a maximum of four
years.  Similarly, foreign
journalists on I visas would face
stricter timelines — capped at
240 days in general, and just 9o
days for those holding Chinese or
Hong Kong passports. Anyone
wishing to remain beyond these
periods would be required to
apply for extensions, introducing
new bureaucratic hurdles for
students, researchers,
professionals, and media
workers alike.

These changes come at a time
when the United States
continues to host one of the

world’s largest populations of
international students and
cultural exchange participants.
In 2024 alone, approximately 1.6
million international students
studied in the US under F visas,
while 3,55,000 exchange visitors
were present on J visas, and
around 13,000 foreign
journalists worked under I visas.
The proposed restrictions would
therefore impact a significant
share of the international
academic and professional
community, forcing many to
reconsider long-term plans for
study, research, and work in
America. The Trump
administration, which first
floated the idea of fixed visa
terms, has defended the proposal
by arguing that limited durations
are necessary to monitor visa
holders more effectively and
prevent  overstays. Critics,
however, warn that these rules
could deter talented students,
researchers, and professionals
from choosing the US as their
preferred destination, at a time
when global competition for
talent is intensifying. With the
new framework now moving
forward, international
applicants will likely face more
uncertainty and stricter
oversight when applying for or
renewing visas in the United
States.

SSC Conducts Re-exam For
59,500 Students Affected
By Technical Glitches

The Staff Selection Commission (SSC) is
conducting the re-examination of Selection Post
Phase 13 today in three shifts for around 59,500
candidates who faced technical glitches during
the earlier test held between July 24 and August
2. The Commission had released the exam city
slip on August 22, followed by the admit cards on
August 26. The decision came after large-scale
protests by aspirants and coaching teachers at
Delhi's Ramlila Maidan earlier this month. More
than a thousand candidates gathered demanding
fair conduct of exams, leading to the
Commission's announcement of a special re-
exam. SSC Chairman S Gopalakrishnan had
stated that a detailed log analysis was conducted
to identify the affected candidates, and three
special exam shifts were scheduled for them. "In
order to ensure fairness, approximately 59,000
candidates have been identified for the re-exam
scheduled on August 29," the Chairman had said
earlier. He also clarified that the Combined
Graduate Level (CGL) Examination 2025,
originally slated for August 13, was postponed to
mid-September to address technical issues.

The SSC has also revamped its examination
system with Aadhaar-based authentication, a new
normalisation method, and stricter monitoring of
private centres. Agencies conducting exams and
providing content have been brought under
stringent service-level agreements, with heavy
penalties for lapses. Until June 2025, Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS) was the exam
conducting agency (ECA) for SSC. From July
2025, Eduquity Career Technologies took over
through an open tender. Following a Supreme
Court directive, the task of setting questions has
now been separated from the ECA and assigned to
independent content providers.

Education Ministry Reconstitutes Joint
Entrance Exam Apex Board For 2026-27

The Department of

Higher
Education has issued a notification for
the reconstitution of the Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE) Apex Board (JAB)
for the years 2026 and 2027. The move
follows the completion of the tenure of
the previously constituted board and
aims to ensure the smooth conduct of
JEE (Main) and JEE (Advanced) for

AALA AA

admissions to IITs, NITs, and other
centrally funded technical institutions.
The newly reconstituted JAB will be
chaired by Professor S K Jain, former
Vice-Chancellor of Banaras Hindu
University, who has been appointed as
the honorary chairperson. Directors of
IIT Madras, IIT Kanpur, IIT Roorkee,
NIT Rourkela, IIEST Shibpur, IIIT

members.

governments

Hyderabad, IIIT (PPP) Una, and
IIITDM Kancheepuram will serve as

Representatives from the state
of Andhra Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Odisha, and Uttar Pradesh,
along with nominees from Vellore
Institute of Technology (VIT), CBSE,
NIC, C-DAC, and the Ministry of

Education, are also part of the board.
The Director General of the National
Testing Agency (NTA) will serve as the
member secretary. According to the
notification, JAB will be the final
authority on policies, rules, and
regulations governing JEE (Main), while
also coordinating with the organising
institute for JEE (Advanced).
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