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IIT Council Agrees to Accreditation,
Framework Yet to be Finalised

New Delhi. The Indian
Institutes of Technology
(IITs) will now move
towards a formal system of
accreditation, a step agreed
upon during the meeting of
the IIT Council — the apex
coordination body of the
premier institutions — held
on Monday. However,
questions remain over
which agency will accredit
them and what the detailed
framework will look like, a
senior Ministry of
Education official con-
firmed. The  National
Education Policy (NEP)
2020 had recommended
the establishment of a
National Accreditation
Council (NAC), envisioned
as an overarching body for
accrediting higher educa-
tion institutions under the
proposed Higher Education
Commission of India
(HECI). However, this larg-
er reform is still pending.
Currently, the IITs do not
fall under the ambit of the
National Assessment and

(NAAC), which evaluates
most Indian higher educa-
tion institutions. Instead,
they follow an internal sys-
tem of peer review and peri-
odic assessment of pro-
grammes. A 2023 commit-
tee report, chaired by Dr. K.
Radhakrishnan, had rec-
ommended bringing IITs
under a unified accredita-
tion process to ensure
transparency and uniform
standards. The council also
discussed non-academic
issues, particularly student
mental well-being. Officials
said IIT Madras presented
details of initiatives it has
takeninthis area. The meet-
ing further emphasized
overcoming language barri-

ers in education. Union
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan

urged IITs to incorporate
regional languages in their
instruction to ensure inclu-
sive growth. Decisions on
this front, however, will be
lefttothe Senate ofeach IIT.
At present, IIT Jodhpur is

the option of first-year
BTech classesin Hindi.

Another agenda item —
the implementation of the
National Credit Framework
— was not taken up for dis-
cussion, though officials
said the IITs have already
developed a framework for
it. The meeting was signifi-
cant as it came after a gap of
two years, the last one being
heldin April 2023.

Commonwealth Shared
Scholarships Open for
Applications

The Commonwealth
Shared Scholarships pro-
gramme, offered in partner-
ship with participating UK
universities, is now open for
applications. These scholar-
ships are aimed at candi-
dates fromlow-and middle-
income Commonwealth
countries whowould other-
wise be unable to study in
the UK duetofinancial con-
straints. Applicants must
not have studied or worked
in a high-income country
for more than one academ-

required to provide proof of
financial need, along with
all necessary supporting
documents in the pre-
scribed format. The schol-
arships cover a one-year
full-time Master’sdegreein
eligible courses and include
tuition fees, return airfare,
and a living allowance.
Applications must be sub-
mitted through participat-
ing UK universities, which
conduct the initial round of
selection. The final
approval is made by the
Commonwealth
Scholarship Commission
(CSC), ensuring that cho-
sen scholars align with the
programme’s  develop-
ment-oriented objectives.
The award is strictly limit-
ed to the approved course
and cannot be extended
for further studies or addi-
tional qualifications.
Recipients are also not
permitted to enroll in any
other academic pro-
gramme during the schol-
arship tenure, as stated on

Accreditation Council

the only institution offering

ic year.

They are also

the official CSC website.

Education Minister Calls
For IITs To Lead
'Atmanirbhar Bharat' Vision

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
on Monday chaired the 56th meeting of the Council of
Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) at IIT Delhi. The
Council resolved to advance the Prime Minister's
vision of "Atmanirbharta se Samridha Bharat" and
strengthen IITs as drivers of self-reliance, innovation,
andinclusive growth.

Addressing the meeting, Mr Pradhan said IITs
must position themselves as catalysts for an
Atmanirbhar and Samriddha Bharat. He stressed that
India was not aiming for incremental change but for a
"quantum jump" and urged the premier institutes to
take the lead. Emphasising inclusive education, he
called for the introduction of regional languages in
addition to English as mediums of instruction. He also
underlined the need for ITTs to focus on producing job
creators by solving real-world problems and strength-
ening translational research in critical national tech-
nologies.

Highlighting IITs' role in entrepreneurship and
innovation, Mr Pradhan said the institutes had already
nurtured over 6,000 start-ups, 56 unicorns, and nearly
5,000 patents. "Confident that our IITs will translate
national aspirations into outcomes, create large-scale
employment and economic opportunities, contribute
significantly to fulfil the vision of Samridhh and Viksit
Bharat by 2047 and also emerge as engines of India's
civilisational resurgence and global leadership," he
said in a post on X. Supported by initiatives such as the
PM Research Fellowship, Centres of Excellence in Al,
and research parks, IITs, he said, were emerging as
engines of economic growth in line with the Prime
Minister's call to "Reform, Perform, Transform."

Minister of State for Education and DoNER, Dr
Sukanta Majumdar, said IITs were not just centres of
learning but engines of Innovation, Inclusion, and
Transformation driving India's journey towards Viksit
Bharat 2047. He noted that with 23 IITs, international
campuses, and a vibrant startup ecosystem, IITs were
producing global leaders and innovators while ensur-
ing India continues to RISE through Research,
Innovation, Skills, and Entrepreneurship.

CBSE, AIIMS Delhibegin |
five-day counsellortraining |
for student well-being |
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Major relief for medical students in Madhya
Pradesh as MBBS admission deadline extended till
August 28, two new colleges add 200 seats

Bhopal. A big relief has come
for medical aspirants in Madhya
Pradesh. The state government has
announced that the admission
deadline for MBBS courses has
now been extended till August 28.
This means that students who were
unable to complete their admission
process earlier will now get addi-
tional time to apply. The decision
comes in the wake of two new medi-
cal colleges being established in the
state, which together have added
200 new MBBS seats. Currently,
Madhya Pradesh has a total of 32
functional medical colleges. Until
recently, there were 17 government
medical colleges, but with the addi-
tion of two new institutions, the
number has increased to 19.
Alongside these, the state also has
13 private medical colleges, while
sixmore medical colleges are under
construction. Officials believe this
expansion will not only provide
more opportunities for aspiring
doctors but will also significantly
strengthen healthcare services
across the state. The expansion of
medical education infrastructure
has long been considered neces-
sary in Madhya Pradesh. With the
addition of new colleges, students
will have reduced need to move
outside the state for medical stud-

ies, as they will now have access to
quality medical education locally.
Moreover, an increase in the num-
ber of medical professionals is
expected to enhance the reach of
healthcare services in both rural
and urban areas. Experts have wel-
comed this move, calling it a major
step towards transforming
Madhya Pradesh into a hub for
medical education in the future.
They also pointed out that the
increased number of seats will ease
the competitive pressure among
students to some extent, ensuring
that talented and deserving candi-
dates get better opportunities to
pursue their dreams of becoming
doctors.

SSC Overhauls Exam System With Aadhaar,
59,000 Candidates To Reappear After Glitches

The Staff Selection Commission
(SSC) has revamped its system of
conducting Computer-Based Tests
(CBTs) by introducing Aadhaar-
based authentication, a new nor-
malisation method and tighter mon-
itoring of private centres, to curb
malpractices that have long plagued
recruitment tests. A log analysis has
also identified about 59,000 affect-
ed candidates for whom a re-exam is
scheduled on August 29, in three
exam shifts to ensure fairness. This
at the backdrop of massive protests
by aspirants on Sunday night, where
more than a thousand aspirants and
teachers gathered at the Ramlila
Maidan in the capital. Over 40
protesters were detained by the
police. Last month, a similar protest
was held at Jantar Mantar. Till June
2025, Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS) had been the exam conduct-
ing agency (ECA) for SSC. From July
2025, Eduquity Career
Technologies took charge, as man-
dated by an open tender. In a major
change following a Supreme Court
order, the task of setting questions
has been separated from the ECA
and handed over to independent
content agencies.

What are the New Safeguards?

One of the most significant
reforms introduced from July 2025
is Aadhaar-based authentication at
both registration and exam venues.
SSC Chairman, S Gopalakrishnan
said that this has sharply reduced
impersonation-a rampant problem
in SSC exams. "We discovered earli-

er that one person had written the
exam ten times. That is now impos-
sible. Aadhaar also simplifies the
application process and benefits
both SSC and candidates," the chair-
man explained. CDAC has also been
roped in for IT security, with techni-
cal integration between CDAC and
Eduquity being rolled out, though
not without initial glitches.

Digital Question Delivery has
also been implemented. Questions
are now delivered digitally from
multiple content agencies, reducing
over-reliance on one vendor. Four
different agencies are currently
involved in conducting SSC exams,
each with distinct roles. The
Commission has alsodecided to pro-
vide different question sets in each
shift to prevent candidates from
gaining an unfair advantage by
accessing memory-based questions
shared on social media. "Earlier, one
entity would set the question paper
and conduct the exam. This led to
malpractice and impersonation. We
have now separated these roles so
that every candidate can write the
exam only once," the chairman said.

Centres and Candidate Concerns

Candidates have also raised con-
cerns over exam centres, with some
initially allotted far-off cities due to
fewer centres compared to TCS. Mr.
Gopalakrishnan clarifies that this
has since been rectified, citing "the
stenographer exam, in which 80 per
cent of candidates got their pre-
ferred centres. Data has been pub-
lished on the website for transparen-

cy. We will continue this in future."
One of the biggest changes is in the
way multi-shift exams are evaluat-
ed. The chairman highlighted that
lakhs of candidates appear for SSC
exams, so they are conducted in
multiple shifts. "If one paper is easi-
er than another, candidates suffer.
We have now changed the normali-
sation formula so that marks are
awarded based on the relative diffi-
culty of each shift. This ensures fair-
ness," he said.

On complaints about malprac-
tices at private exam centres, the
chairman mentioned that the com-
mission has integrated a CDAC
monitoring solution with its exam
software and allows real-time over-
sight of all machines and test loca-
tions. Admitting to the exam disrup-
tionsin the very first round of exams
held in July between July 24 and
August 2, the chairman said, "yes,
exams stopped midway at some
centres, but the issue was fixed dur-
ing the same test. The system has
now stabilised" adding that the CGL
examwas deferred slightly to ensure
smooth conduct. Around 5.5 lakh
candidates had appeared for these
exams. On July 24, exams had to be
cancelled at two venues due to sys-
tem issues. Candidates also report-
ed problems like system hang-ups,
biometric mismatches, and time
shortages.

Coaching Institutes Push Back

Meanwhile, coaching institutes
have been at the forefront of
protests against the new system,

demanding a return to TCS. SSC
insiders allege this resistance is
motivated, as Aadhaar-based
checks and a shift in question pat-
terns have undercut their tradition-
al preparation models. According to
SSC officials, "E-dossiers have elim-
inated fake submissions, Aadhaar-
based authentication has curbed
impersonation at two levels, and
changes in question patterns have
made older study material less use-
ful - directly affecting coaching busi-
nesses."

Whatisthe Road Ahead?

The flagship Combined
Graduate Level (CGL) exam, origi-
nally slated for August 13, has been
rescheduled to mid-September to
allow more time for operational sta-
bility. Officials maintain that, with
multiple agencies now handling dif-
ferent aspects of exams-from ques-
tion-setting to IT security and moni-
toring-the system will emerge more
resilient. While teething troubles
remain, SSC maintains that the cur-
rent disruptions are transitional.
With multiple agencies now
engaged, from content providers to
IT security and monitoring, the sys-
tem, officials guarantee will be more
robust and transparent in the long
run. The Staff  Selection
Commission (SSC) is a central gov-
ernment body that conducts com-
petitive exams to recruit staff for
various Group B (non-gazetted) and
Group C (non-technical) posts in
ministries, departments, and other
government offices.

No more work in office, 51% of employees
believe Al could replace physical offices

The Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) has teamed up with
the All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi, to launch a
wellness initiative aimed at strength-
ening the role of school counsellors in
supporting students.

Called Project MATE (Mind
Activation Through Education), the
programme began on August 26 at
ATIMS Delhi and will run until August
30. It brings together around 50 coun-
sellors and wellness teachers from
CBSE-affiliated schools across the
Delhi-NCR region for an intensive five-
day training. Developed by experts at
ATIMS, Project MATE follows the
“MATE-5” framework, which is
designed to help adolescents build
resilience, cope with stress, and foster
stronger peer connections. The ses-
sions cover topics ranging from the
biopsychosocial model of health,
nutrition, and family dynamics, to
managing anxiety, promoting digital
well-being, and effective counselling
strategies. Specialists in psychiatry,
psychology, and communication are

AA A

facilitating the training. The pro-
gramme also includes modules on
parental awareness, tools for measur-
ing the impact of interventions, and
creating peer-led support systems.
Accordingto officials, the goalis to give
counsellors a structured toolkit to
addressissues such asloneliness, emo-
tional disconnection, and conflict
amongst students.

At the launch, CBSE and AIIMS
representatives underlined the impor-
tance of integrating education and
health to safeguard adolescent well-
being. They stressed that mental
health must be treated as a core part of
holistic education rather than an
afterthought. This initiative is being
rolled out as a pilot project, with CBSE
planning to monitor outcomes closely.
Depending on the results, Project
MATE could be scaled up to a national
level. Officials expect it to strengthen
the school counselling ecosystem,
encourage earlyinterventions for men-
tal health challenges, and help nor-
malise conversations around emotion-
al well-being amongst young people.

| Physical offices may soon lose their
relevance, and employees are likely to
ihave more remote jobs. A new GoTo
Istudy, The Pulse of Work in 2025:
ITrends, Truths, and the Practicality of
YAl shows that 51% of employees believe
Iartificial intelligence could eventually
reliminate the need for traditional work-
Iplaces. The global survey, conducted
.with Workplace Intelligence, gathered
Iinsights from 2,500 employees and IT
.leaders across multiple regions. The
|study covered workers in the US,
.Canada, Europe, India, and Latin
America, with an equal mix of remote,
.hybrid, and in-office respondents.
ATASAWORKPLACE EQUALISER
. One of the key takeaways of the sur-
vey is that more than half of employees
:(51%) believe Al could eventually ren-
|der physical offices unnecessary. In the
-survey, it was a big finding that not all
jobs can be done remotely. The survey
-also reflects 62% of workers still prefer
|AI-enabled remote work over being in
the office. Theresearch indicates strong
|support for AT investments across vari-
=ous fields. Nearly all employees (95%)

and IT leaders (92%) either back cur-
rent spending on AI tools or believe
companies should invest more in train-
ing programmes, in equipping employ-
ees with Al tools. Benefits cited include
better work-life balance (71%), higher
flexibility (66%), and improved cus-
tomer service while working remotely
(65%).

IT leaders appear more optimistic
than workers about the impact of Al
Nine in ten IT leaders say Al tools are
being used effectively to support
remote and hybrid teams, but only 53%
of employees agree. The gap underscores
a disconnect companies may need to
address. Generational differences are
less stark than expected. Productivity
gains from AI were reported across all
age groups: Gen Z (90%), Millennials
(84%), Gen X (71%), and Baby Boomers
(74%). This suggests Al adoption is not
limited to younger workers but is becom-
ing a cross-generational tool.

SHIFTING PRIORITIES AT WORK

Another finding concerns the trade-
off between office perks and digital tools.
About 61% of employees say companies

should prioritise Al investments at least;
as much as, if not more than, workplace
amenities.

Rich Veldran, CEO of GoTo, said AI isl
nolongerjustasupport mechanismbuta;
core driver of workplace change. “Thel
companies that embrace Al not just as a;
tool, but as a core part of their employeeI
experience, will be the ones that redefine;
what it means to be productive, connect-I
ed, and collaborative wherever worki
happens,” he said.

Dan Schawbel, managing partner at
Workplace Intelligence, noted that flexi-!
bility, not location, is becoming thel
anchor of modern work. “AI helps bridge
time zones, streamline communication,l
and provide access to knowledge, mak-,
ing physical offices feel less critical,” hel
said. .

Even those working primarily on-site
expressed a preference for Al tools over,
traditional office benefits. In 2025 and in
the upcoming years, it is evident that.
workplaces and ways of work will see|
more shifts, AT will play a major role and.
the way in which so far organisations|

have worked may tend to change. .
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