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California and 15 states sue US over 200
million education funding rollback by ed

California Attorney General
Rob Bonta, along with 15 other
state attorneys general, has filed a
lawsuit  against the  US
Department of Education (ED)
over its sudden decision to rescind
previously awarded education
funds, leaving school districts in a
vulnerable position. The funding,
totaling over $200 million in
California alone, is crucial for the
ongoing academic recovery
efforts following the Covid-19
pandemic. In a press release
issued on April 10, 2025, Bonta
condemned the abrupt move by
the  Trump  administration,
accusing it of undermining the
educational future of children
across the country. The lawsuit,
filed in response to ED's decision,
argues that the department's

actions are arbitrary, capricious,
and unlawful under the
Administrative Procedures Act.
The coalition of states aims to
secure a court order that would
reinstate access to these vital
funds.

Rescinding crucial funding
for recovery programs

The US Department of
Education's March 28, 2025,
notification to state education
departments revealed that it had
rescinded its previous approvals
for the allocation of funds, which
were set to support a variety of
programs in school districts
nationwide. These programs
include afterschool and summer
learning initiatives, educational
technology purchases, and mental
health services. In California, the

Harvard kennedy school students push back ontrumps
demands amid visa revocations and threats to 9hinfunding

More than 180 students at Harvard
Kennedy School (HKS) have expressed
strong opposition to President Donald
Trump's demands, urging Harvard's
leadership to reject his ultimatum that
threatens the university's $9 billion in
federal funding. In a letter addressed to
HKS Dean Jeremy M. Weinstein and
Harvard President Alan M. Garber 76,
the students outlined their demands for
the university to uphold academic
freedom, protect international students,
and maintain its independence. The
letter comes in response to Trump's
directive to Harvard to impose
restrictions on student protests and halt
diversity programming in exchange for
continued federal funding. The students
argue that such demands would stifle
free speech and endanger academic
values, particularly as 59% of Harvard's
student body is made up of international
students, many of whom are at risk due
to recent visa revocations.

International students and visa
concerns

As reported by The Harvard

AA A

Crimson, the open letter emphasizes the
university's duty to protect international
students, particularly following a wave
of visa revocations. Since the beginning
of April, 12 Harvard affiliates,
including seven current students, have
had their student visas revoked. While
the university was not notified about the
reasons behind these revocations, more
than 600 students across the US have
lost their visa status, often for reasons
related to political activism, including
pro-Palestine statements.

Organizers of the letter, who
requested anonymity for non-citizen
and international students, say the
priority is to ensure that the university
does not collaborate with law
enforcement in ways that would
compromise students' rights. The letter
urges Harvard to limit cooperation with
federal agencies, sharing personal
information only when absolutely
necessary by law. As reported by The
Harvard Crimson, the students argue,
"The decisions and actions you take in
the coming weeks and months will not

rescinded funding represents over
$200 million in aid that was
designated for use in addressing
the academic, social, and
emotional needs of students—
especially those impacted by the
pandemic's disproportionate
effects on economically
disadvantaged groups, including
homeless children and those in
foster care. Local school districts
in California had already begun
utilizing these funds to ensure
that students had the resources
needed for recovery.

Bonta's response and
coalition efforts
Attorney General Bonta

expressed strong opposition to
the Trump administration's
actions, stating, "The Trump
administration's blatant disregard

for the education of our children
is on full display with this latest
round of funding cuts." He
emphasized that the federal
government's decision throws
schools into turmoil and
threatens the academic success of
an entire generation of students.
Bonta, who has previously filed
legal challenges against the
Trump administration, called on
the court to restore the funding
and ensure that school districts
across the country could continue
their recovery efforts.

The lawsuit has been filed in
collaboration with attorneys
general from Arizona, Delaware,
Hawai'i, Illinois, Maine,
Maryland, Massachusetts,
Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada,
New Jersey, New Mexico, New

York, Oregon, and the District of
Columbia, along with the
Governor of Pennsylvania.

Seeking court intervention
to restore funding

The multistate coalition's
lawsuit seeks to vacate the
Department of Education's
decision and reinstate the
funding through March 2026.

The legal challenge reflects
growing frustration among
states, as the federal

government's action jeopardizes
ongoing recovery initiatives in
classrooms across the country.
Without these funds, many
educational programs that were
already in place may face severe
disruptions, putting the academic
futures of millions of students at
risk.

just drastically alter our experience as
students, it will change the greater
meaning of free intellectual pursuit
within higher education across the
country, and the world."

A broader movement
Harvard

The letter, titled "Our Resolve," is
part of a broader student-led movement
at Harvard to push back against
Trump's administration's actions. HKS
students are not acting alone; there
have been similar letters of protest
from students at other Harvard
schools, including the Harvard School
of Public Health. The Iletter to
Weinstein and Garber is seen as a
means of exerting pressure on the
administration to resist Trump's
policies and protect the university's
commitment to academic freedom.
The students have also called on
Harvard to resist any changes to the
"time, place, and manner" policies for
student advocacy and to reject the push
to centralize disciplinary authority
under administrative control.
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Vineet Joshi gets additional charge of
UGC; an II'T-Kanpur, IIFT alumnus

The Ministry of Education has
given an additional charge to Vineet
Joshi, the current Secretary of the
Department of Higher Education.
He is appointed as the chairperson
of the  University  Grants
Commission (UGC). This decision
has been taken following the
retirement of the previous UGC
chairman, Prof Mamidala Jagadesh
Kumar. Joshi will discharge his
duties as UGC chairperson till a full-
time appointment is made or until
further orders are issued.

An alumnus of IT Kanpur,
Vineet Joshi holds a BTech in
Mechanical ~ Engineering.  IIT
Kanpur is recognised as one of
India’s premier engineering and
technology institutes. In the QS
World University Rankings 2025,
T Kanpur is placed at rank 263
globally. IIT Kanpur also holds a
prestigious position as an Institute of
National Importance. In the
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National Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF) 2024, the
institute secured the Sth rank in the
overall category and 4th position in
the engineering category. He went
on to earn an MBA in International
Business from the Indian Institute of
Foreign Trade (IIFT), New Delhi,
where he was a gold medalist. He
later completed a PhD in Quality
Management from IIFT. The
institute is known globally, securing
the 63rd position in the QS
International Trade Rankings 2025
for its MBA and Master’s
programmes. His predecessor, Prof
Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar, who
had taken charge as UGC Chairman
in February 2022, had a key role in
shaping recent higher education
reforms. His tenure in the UGC was
marked by landmark initiatives,
including the introduction of the
Central University Entrance Test
(CUET) for both undergraduate and

AA

postgraduate admissions. He was
also at the helm of implementation
of the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, helping integrate its
key recommendations into
university functioning and structure.

Who is Vineet Joshi?

Vineet Joshi was born on
November 2, 1968, in Uttar Pradesh,
establishing the foundation for what
would become a distinguished
career in public service. A 1992-
batch IAS officer of the Manipur
cadre, has had a distinguished career
across various tiers of educational
administration. Prior to his current
role in the Ministry of Education, he
served as the Chief Secretary to the
Government of Manipur, a position
he held from July 2023 to December
2024. He was appointed as Secretary
of Higher Education at the Centre on
January 16, 2024, signifying a return
to the education sector where he has
held key portfolios in the past.
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