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Madhya Pradesh: Despite 80% Increase In Education
Budget, Schools Struggle Wlth Basic Facilities

In Madhya Pradesh, the government has
increased expenditure on school education by
80% over the last seven years, raising the
budget from Rs 16,226.08 crore in 2016-17 to
Rs 29,468.03 crore in 2023-24. However, this
significant financial boost has not translated
into improved conditions in many govern-
ment schools, which continue to grapple with
a lack of basic infrastructure and facilities.

At the Government Secondary School in
Khajuri Kalan, Bhopal, students face unsafe
and unsanitary conditions daily. The school,
which offers education up to Class 8, is in a
dilapidated state. Classes are held in a tin shed
with damp walls adorned with alphabet
charts, while the roof leaks during rains.
Toilets are unusable, and drinking water is
unavailable.

Mansi Yadav, a student, shared her fear:
"Once the roof fell on our madam. I am afraid
that the roof may fall again, and I cannot
focus on my studies." Another student,
Madhu Yadav, expressed concern: "There is a
lot of dirt. Water comes in from the windows,
and our books get wet." Despite repeated
complaints to the administration, the situation
remains unchanged, highlighting the gap
between government spending and ground
realities.

The 2023-24 UDISE report paints a trou-
bling picture of school infrastructure in the
state: 13,198 schools rely on just one teacher.
3,620 schools lack separate toilets for girls.
Toilets in 10,702 schools are non-functional.
7,966 schools lack handwashing facilities.
7,422 schools do not have access to drinking
water. These deficiencies severely impact the
learning environment, particularly for girl
students, leading to hygiene concerns and fur-
ther dropout rates.

IIT-Delhi launches certificate pro-
grammes in Finance, Supply Chain,
and Semiconductor Technology

Contradicting the increased budget alloca-
tion, government schools in Madhya Pradesh
have witnessed a drastic decline in student
enrollment. According to information pre-
sented in the state assembly, over 12 lakh stu-
dents left government schools between 2016
and 2024: 6,35,434 students dropped out from
Classes 1 to 5. 4,83,171 students left Classes
6 to 8. 1,04,479 students dropped out from
Classes 9 to 12.

School Education Minister cited factors
such as population decline in the 0-6 age
group, improved data tracking, and dropout
rates as reasons for this decline. However,
opposition leaders argue that the grim state of
schools is pushing students away.

Congress MLA Pratap Grewal questioned
the effectiveness of the increased budget:
"The government has increased the budget by
80%, yet children are losing interest in

Left-leaning Students’

cess of short-listing candidates

schools. Where is the money going?" He
highlighted the dire conditions in schools as a
pressing concern.

Responding to the criticism, BJP
spokesperson Ajay Dhawale defended the
government's efforts: "The Congress, which
destroyed the education system during its
rule, cannot question us. The BJP government
is committed to improving education, as seen
with the establishment of CM Rise Raj
Schools." While the government claims to
prioritise education, the reality is starkly dif-
ferent for students and teachers in many parts
of Madhya Pradesh. The lack of functional
toilets, clean drinking water, and safe infras-
tructure continues to plague schools. These
conditions raise serious questions about the
effective utilisation of the increased education
budget and its impact on the state's future
generations.

Students’ body, teachers question new UGC
draft regulation on faculty appointments

tions and teaching experi-
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National Eligibility Test
No More Mandatory For
Assistant Professor Post

The University Grants Commission
(UGC) has released a draft of the min-
imum qualifications for the appoint-
ment and promotion of teachers and
academic staff in universities and col-
leges, as well as measures for the
maintenance of standards in higher
education. Stakeholders are requested
to submit feedback on the draft regula-
tions by February 5, 2025.

As per the regulations, the UGC has
recommended the removal of the
National Eligibility Test (NET) as a
requirement for the appointment of
assistant professor and promotions in
higher education institutions. As per
the proposal, candidates having a
postgraduate degree in ME or MTech
with at least 55 per cent marks will be
eligible for the post of assistant pro-
fessor (entry level post). Currently,
UGC-NET exam is the mandatory
requirement for the eligibility of assis-
tant professor. Besides this, candidates
with an undergraduate degree (NCrF
Level 6) with at least 75 per cent
marks or a PG degree (NCrF Level
6.5) with at least 55 per cent marks (or
an equivalent grade) and a PhD degree
(NCrF Level 8) are eligible for the
post of assistant professor. Other eligi-
bility includes a PG degree (NCrF
Level 6.5) with at least 55 per cent
marks (or an equivalent grade) and
qualification in  the National
Eligibility Test (NET) conducted by
the UGC, CSIR, ICAR etc or a simi-

lar test like SLET/SET.

The new regulations also change
the selection process of vice chancel-
lors, such as expanding eligibility cri-
teria to include professionals from
academia, research institutions, public
policy, public administration, and
industry. According to the guidelines,
the selection for the vice chancellor's
post will be through an all-India news-
paper advertisement and public notifi-
cation. Applications can also be
sought through nomination or a talent
search process by a Search-cum-
Selection Committee. These regula-
tions also provide clear guidelines on
the composition of the VC's search-
cum-selection committee, tenure, age
limits, eligibility for reappointment,
and who can form the search-cum-
selection committee.

The guidelines further mention the
appointment of a principal. According
to the new guidelines a principal
would be appointed for a period of
five years, with eligibility for reap-
pointment for one more term by fol-
lowing the procedure prescribed for
selection of the principal. However,
she/he can serve as a principal for only
two terms in the same college. After
completing the terms as principal, the
incumbent will rejoin his parent
organisation with the designation of
professor and in the professor grade,
provided he/she fulfills the eligibility
criteria for professor.

Exam city slip soon at
jeemain.nta.nic.in; exam pattern
changes, admit card release date

The Indian Institute of
Technology Delhi (IIT
Delhi) has introduced
three new certificate
programmes under its
Continuing Education
Programme (CEP) in

collaboration with instalments of 60k).

TeamLease Edtech. —The Executive Staff
These short programmes Programme in

will be conducted Semiconductor )
through live, interactive =~ Manufacturing and Higher
online sessions in a  Technology:

Direct-to-Device (D2D) Candidates who are inter-

format, incorporating  ested in this programme
industry-relevant case  must possess BTech,

studies and assignments.
These three courses
introduced by IIT Delhi
are released:

— The Chief Financial
Officer Programme:
Any graduate or diploma
holder with a minimum
of 8 years of experience

gible for the job applica-
tion. The application
will be closed on
February 7 with a fee
structure of Rs 1,41,600
(1,20,000 + 18% GST
which can be paid in 2

MSc, 10+243 diploma
holders. The application
has been started and will
end on March 23. The
fee structure of the
course is Rs 1,47,500
(1,25,000 + 18% GST
which can be paid in 2
instalments of 60k and

is eligible for the course. 65k)
The deadline for the  Additionally, the partici-
course is January 31 pants of the Chief

with a fee of Rs
4,13,000 (3,50,000 +
18% GST which can be
paid in 3 installments of
1.5L, 1L, 1L).

—The Executive
Management
Programme in Supply
Chain and Operations
Analytics:

Any candidate with a
bachelor’s degree is eli-

Financial Officer pro-
gramme and the execu-
tive programme in
Semiconductor
Manufacturing and
Technology will have a
two-day campus immer-
sion. For more informa-
tion, interested candi-
dates can visit the offi-
cial website of the
Institute.

Federation of India (SFI) has
said in a statement on Tuesday
(January 7, 2025) that it rejects
the Draft University Grants
Commission (Minimum
Qualifications for
Appointment and Promotion
of Teachers and Academic
in Universities and
Colleges and Measures for
Maintenance of Standards in
Education)
Regulations, 2025, released on
Monday. The SFI said the reg-
ulation was yet another attempt
to “centralise and corporatise”
campuses.

SFI leaders Mayukh Biswas
and V.P. Sanu said the revised
rules provided Governors with
increased authority in the
selection of Vice-Chancellors.
“It is quite evident that the pro-

for interview and final selec-
tion is very opaque: there’s no
clarity about whoever will be
called,” they said. They added
that the draft, for the first time,
allowed industry experts and
public sector veterans to be
considered for the role of Vice-
Chancellors. “This marks a
departure from the long-stand-
ing practice of exclusively
appointing academicians and
introduces corporate culture in
academic arena. It will be a
massive dilution of the quality
of faculty by doing away with
specialisation in a core disci-
pline and the recruitment gives
100% weightage to the selec-
tion committee which is sub-
jective in nature and does not
give any credit to academic
qualification, research publica-

ence,” the SFI said.

Delhi University Teachers’
Association Executive
Committee member
Rudrashish Chakraborty said
in a response that the recruit-
ment criteria endorsed the
National Education Policy’s
emphasis on the common
courses, which are poor and
substandard. “The recruitment
criteria shows a shift in focus
from cutting edge research to
merely reiterating existing
knowledge: since core compe-
tence is done away with.
There’s no mention of the
maximum hours to be put in
for direct teaching in a week
for teachers: a dangerous ploy
to increase workload and to
reduce jobs,” he said.

The National Testing Agency
(NTA) will soon release the Joint
Entrance Examination (JEE)
Main 2025 city intimation slip.
Candidates will be able to down-
load the JEE Main City intima-
tion slip 2025 through the official
website at jeemain.nta.nic.in.
The JEE Main BTech exam will
begin from January 22 to 30,
2025. Candidates will need their
application number and pass-
word to download the JEE Main
2025 city slip According to the
NTA schedule, the JEE Main
2025 exam for BTech will be
held on January 22, 23, 24, 28,
and 29, while the BArch exam
will be conducted on January 30.
The JEE Main 2025 admit card
will be issued three days before
the exam, that is, January 19,

2025.NTA revised the JEE Main
2025 exam pattern. As per the
new changes, the section B will
not include optional questions.
Only five questions will be given
and students will have to answer
all five questions mandatorily.
The JEE Main 2025 syllabus
includes three subjects - physics,
chemistry, and mathematics.The
JEE Main 2025 city slip will
include the city in which the can-
didate’s exam centre will be
allotted. Applicants were asked
to enter four choices for cities
while filling out the JEE Main
application form.Candidates will
have to carry the JEE Main 2025
admit card to the exam hall. The
admit card will include details
such as exam centre, date, tim-
ing, paper, roll number etc.

IGNOU launches BA programme in Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises

The Indira Gandhi National Open
University (IGNOU) has introduced a

designed to address the evolving needs
of young entrepreneurs in India. With

profitable business operations,
developing key managerial, interper-

and

have completed 10+2 or its equivalent.
— Medium of Instruction: English.

Bachelor of Arts programme in Micro,
Small, and Medium Enterprises
(BAMSME). This programme will be
offered through the School of
Vocational Education and Training. It
seeks to equip aspiring entrepreneurs
with the skills, knowledge and confi-
dence needed to launch and success-
fully manage business ventures. The
BAMSME programme, beginning in
the January 2025 academic session, is

a curriculum spread over three years
and worth 120 credits, the programme
is for students who have completed
their 10+2 education. Delivered in
English via the open and distance
learning (ODL) mode, the IGNOU
programme will offer flexibility and
accessibility for learners across the
country. The programme focuses on
analysing market demand before
launching a new venture, ensuring

sonal, and leadership skills, an official
statement issued in this regard said.
Additionally, the new programme will
provide an innovative, competency-
based approach to entrepreneurship,
preparing students to lead and succeed
in the competitive business world, it
added.
Eligibility and programme
details
— Qualification: Applicants must

— Duration: The programme spans 3
years, with a validity of up to 6 years.

— Session Availability: The pro-
gramme is offered in two cycles —
January and July.

— Fee Structure: Rs 5,100 per year
(Total fee for 3 years = Rs 15,300).

Candidates interested in enrolling
in the programme will have to visit the
official IGNOU admissions portal —
IGNOU admission portal to register.
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