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School enrollment sees unprece-
dented drop of 1 crore since 2018-19,
officials cite data cleanup

For the first time in many years,
enrolment of students in schools, as
per a UDISE+ report, has declined
by over a crore in 2022-23 and
2023-24 compared to an average of
about 26 crore every year over the
previous four years, with the drop
being attributed by officials to
improved data collection methods
that eliminated duplicate
entries. UDISE is India’s most
comprehensive database on school
education, and serves as a crucial
tool for monitoring and evaluating
the quality of education from pre-
primary to higher secondary levels.
This report is prepared by the
Education Ministry based on data
fed directly by the states on
parameters such as enrolment,
number of teachers, and number of
schools.

The latest report shows that
school enrolment stayed above 26
crore from 2018-19 to 2021-22,
with slight increases of a few lakh

students each year. While there was
a small dip during the Covid year of
2020-21, the numbers remained
above 26 crore throughout this
period.

For the first time, enrolment
figures fell to 25.17 crore in 2022-
23 and further declined to 24.8
crore in 2023-24. This represents a
drop of about 1.55 crore students
(nearly 6 per cent) from the 2018-
19 to 2021-22 period, when
enrolment averaged 26.36 crore.

Ministry officials
acknowledged the drop in
enrolment but said it stemmed from
revised data collection methods
implemented in 2022-23. Under the
new system, schools must now
provide student-specific
information rather than just school-
level numbers.The latest UDISE+
report in fact states that the new
data collation method would lead to
“identification of beneficiaries for
benefit transfers of Samagra

Shiksha scheme, PM POSHAN
Scheme, National Scholarship
scheme etc” and that this “can bring
significant savings to government
in future years.” This requires
detailed records for each student,
including their name, parent’s
name, address, and Aadhaar
number, instead of simply reporting
total class numbers. “This may
have weeded out certain numbers,
like children who may have been
enrolled in both a government
school and a private one,” a senior
official said.

The drop in 2023-24 compared
to the four-year average has been
seen in the primary (Classes 1 to 5),
upper primary (Classes 6 to 8), and
secondary (Classes 9 and 10)
levels. In contrast, the pre-primary
and higher secondary (Classes 11
and 12) levels have seen an
increase in enrolment in 2023-24,
compared to the 2018-19 to 2021-
22 average.

government-aided,

regarding challenges

CTETDecember2024:
Provisional answer key
released atctet.nic.in

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE)
has released the Central Teacher Eligibility Test (CTET)
December 2024 answer key along with the candidates’
response sheets. The answer keys can now be checked
and downloaded from
ctet.nic.in.Candidates can raise objections on the CTET
2024 answer key by January 5 (11.59 pm). A non-
refundable fee of Rs 1,000 per question is required to be
submitted through a credit/debit card. To pass the test, a
candidate must score 60 per cent or higher. School
managements—including government,
and unaided
provide concessions to candidates belonging to SC/ST,
OBC, and differently-abled individuals, per their existing
reservation policies. Candidates will receive weightage
for their scores during the recruitment process; however,
qualifying the CTET does not guarantee recruitment or
employment. It is merely one of the eligibility criteria for
appointment. If the Board accepts a challenge, meaning a
mistake is identified by subject experts in the answer key,
a policy decision will be announced, and the fee will be
refunded.Refunds, if applicable, will be processed online
to the credit/debit card accounts used for payment.
Therefore, candidates are advised to use their own
credit/debit cards for payment. The Board’s decisions
are final,
communication will be entertained.

the official website

local bodies,
institutions—may

and no further

Australia student visa: Confirmation
of Enrolment required from Jan 2025

Starting January 1, 2025,

an official document issued by

Keychangesto

using a Letter of Offer will not

by the Australian government to

GATE2025 Admit Card:IIT Roorkeeto
release GATE halltickettoday January 2

The Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Roorkee
will release the GATE 2025
admit card on January 2. The
gate2025.iitr.ac.in will host
the GATE admit card 2025
link. The Graduate Aptitude
Test in Engineering (GATE)
2025 will be conducted
between February 1 and 16,
2025. After the IIT Roorkee
releases the GATE admit
card 2025 and candidates
download it, they must make
sure that certain information
in the admit card is printed
correctly. These are

1. Name of the candidate:
The names of the candidate
and their parents’ name
should be correct

AA

2. Paper combinations:
The candidates must check if
the paper combinations they
had applied for are the same

3. Photograph of the
candidate: The photograph
of the candidate must be the
same and visible. A
candidate will not be allowed
to appear if the photograph
on the admit card is different.

4. Signature of the
candidate: The signature of
the candidate should be the
same as that on the
application form.

5. Students should check
the exam centre and other
details on the GATE admit
card.

In case the candidate

A

finds some discrepancy in
the GATE hall ticket 2025,
they should immediately
contact the GATE
administering body and get it
sorted before the start of the
exam. GATE 2025 will be
held for a total of 30 test
papers. Candidates can
appear for one or two test
papers only. GATE will be
held in two sessions —
forenoon and afternoon over
the weekends between
February 1 and 16. The
forenoon session exams will
be held from 9.30 am to
12.30 pm and the afternoon
session exams will be
conducted between 2.30 pm
and 5.30 pm.
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JEEMain, NEET UG, EAPCET, MHT-CET 2025:
Official websites of UG entrance exams

JEE Main, NEET UG 2025: The
National Testing Agency (NTA) and other
state exam conducting bodies will soon
release the exam schedule for the
undergraduate examination on its official
website. Here is a rundown of all the
competitive undergraduate entrance exam
schedules like JEE Main, JEE Advanced,
NEET UG, CUET UG and MHT-CET
among others.

Application & exam date: The JEE Main
first session is set to be held between
January 22 and 31, 2025, while the next
session will be held in April 2025. It is an
exam through which students can secure
admission to a BTech (undergraduate level)
and BE courses in the Indian Institute of
Technology (IITs), NITs and a few other
engineering colleges in India.

AALA AA

Application dates: The JEE Advanced
2025 examination will be conducted on May
18, and registration will start on April 23,
with the last day being May 2. The
Advanced-level exam is the next step after
JEE Main. Students who qualify for JEE
Main are eligible to appear for JEE
Advanced, and can only then secure
admission in a BTech (undergraduate level)
course at the Indian Institute of Technology
T

CUETUG 20235

Official website: exams.nta.ac.in/CUET-
UG/, cuetug.ntaonline.in (tentative)

Application & exam dates: In 2024,
CUET UG was held between May 15 and
29, while in 2023, it was held in phases from
May 21 to June 23. The CUET UG 2024 was

conducted from May 15 to 31. The national-
level entrance exam is for undergraduate
admission in all central and some state and
private universities.

Application & exam date: In 2024, the
application started on February 1 with the
last date being April 10. The COMEDK
UGET exam was scheduled for May 12 in
two sessions. The Consortium of Medical,
Engineering and Dental Colleges of
Karnataka (COMEDK) is conducted to take
admission to medical, engineering and
dental college of the state. In the case of
CLAT UG 2025, the examination is
completed, but due to litigation filed by a
candidate in the Delhi High Court, the
results of the UG exam have to be revised.
The dates for the revised results are yet to be
released.
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