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GovernmentReleases Rs 100 Grore Stipends For Apprentices, Launches NATS 2.0 Portal

Union Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan on Tuesday launched the National
Apprenticeship Training Scheme (NATS)
2.0 Portal and disbursed Rs 100 crore
stipends to apprentices through the Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) mode, aligning with
government's efforts on skilling and
employability of youth. These apprentices
are undergoing training in various sectors
such as I'T/ITes, manufacturing, automobile,

establishments and industries will use the
portal to manage their vacancies and
contracts, thus supporting many young
graduates and diploma holders in acquiring
employability skills, along with a
guaranteed monthly stipend.

Two panel discussions on the future of
apprenticeships were held during the event,
focusing on topics such as Apprenticeship
Embedded Degree Programs, credits for all

apprenticeships,

industry and higher

UPSC GCombined Medical Services
Examination2024 Result Declared

The Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC) has announced the results of the
Combined Medical Services Examination
(CMSE) 2024. Candidates who appeared
for the examination can access their results
by visiting the official website. The CMSE
2024 was held on July 14 to recruit 827
medical officers in various government
departments. The notification states, “On
the basis of the result of the Combined
Medical Services Examination, 2024 held
on July 14, the candidates with the
undermentioned roll numbers have
qualified for the interview/personality
Test.”

The examination was conducted in two
shifts: the first shift started at 9.30am and
ended at 11.30am, while the second shift
was from 2pm to 4pm. Each paper
consisted of 40 questions, each worth 250
marks, and the examination lasted for two
hours. Paper I included General Medicine
and Paediatrics with a total of 120 questions
— 96 from General Medicine and 24 from
Paediatrics. Paper II covered Surgery,
Gynaecology and  Obstetrics, and
Preventive and Social Medicine.

AA A

Selection Process : The UPSC CMS
2024 exam selection process comprises
two phases:

Written Exam: 500 marks, consisting of
two papers, each worth 250 marks. Each
paper is allocated two hours.

Personality Test: 100 marks for those
who qualify based on the merit list from the
written examination. "The candidates who
have been declared successful have to first
get themselves registered on the relevant
page of the Commission's website before
filling up the online DAF and submit the
same online along with uploading of the
scanned copies of relevant
certificates/documents in support of their
eligibility, claim for reservation etc," the
official notice specifies.

The interview schedule for candidates
who have qualified for the personality test
and submitted their DAF will be posted on
the Commission's website in due course.
The specific interview date will be
communicated to the candidates via an e-
Summon Letter. Candidates are advised to
regularly check the Commission's website
for updates.

education collaboration, and leveraging
technology for DBT and strengthening e-
Governance. The discussions were attended
by eminent dignitaries, academicians, and
students. Cognizant Technology Solutions
Pvt Ltd., Infosys Ltd., and Tech Mahindra
Pvt. Ltd. were recognised as the top three
establishments/industries during the event.

Dharmendra Pradhan, in his address,
stated that the NATS Portal 2.0 is a

| SO T et ffaew % W - etc. significant initiative to democratise
- HZT I A9R A & Wi, 22, - The NATS 2.0 portal is expected to apprenticeships, bridge the skills gap, fulfill
| e o e & wien werd we T fr attract a large number of beneficiaries for youth aspirations, and prepare them for the

I & . THh! i | IAR- - registration and application for future. He mentioned that the newly
. WWW@H@TW%W apprenticeships. Additionally, launched portal will expand the reach of

apprenticeship opportunities and assist in
matching candidates with employers. Mr
Pradhan emphasised that in today's
technology-driven era, it is essential to build
competencies beyond merely attaining
degrees. He stressed the need for course
curriculums to focus on enhancing
employability skills. He also highlighted the
government's emphasis on boosting skills
and employment in this year's budget,
calling for the apprenticeship ecosystem to

CBSECTET Julyresuit
announced

The Central Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) announced the result of the Central
Teacher Eligibility Test or CTET 2024.
Candidates who have appeared for the
examination can check their scores by visiting
the official website, ctet.nic.in. The July edition
of the teacher eligible test was held on July 7
and the provisional answer key was released on
July 24. The extended window to raise
objections to the provisional answer key was
closed on July 27.

The CBSE has also published the final
answer keys. In the answer key notification,
CBSE informed that if a challenge is accepted
by the board or a a mistake is noticed by the
subject experts in the provisional answer key, a
policy decision will be made and the fee will be
refunded. The test was conducted at exam
centres located in 136 cities across the country.
The exam was held in two shifts — paper 2 from
9:30 am to 12 pm and paper 1 from 2 pm to 4:30
pm. Next, the qualified candidates have to
download their marks sheets and pass
certificates from DigiLocker. The digital marks
sheets and certificates will have encrypted QR
codes which can be scanned and verified using
the DigiLocker mobile app. For further details,
check the official website of the CBSE.

AALA AA

cover diverse and emerging areas. He urged
all stakeholders to develop a comprehensive
strategy to harness the country's
demographic dividend. The minister also
encouraged all educational institutions and
industries to join the NATS 2.0 portal,
aiming to make apprenticeships a
widespread movement.

"NATS 2.0 portal will widen the reach
of apprenticeship opportunities and help in
matchmaking of candidates and employers.
This technology-driven age is not only
about attaining degrees but also building
competencies. Our course curriculum
should focus on increasing employability
skills. This year's budget also lays great
emphasis on boosting skilling and
employment," the minister said in a post on
X, formerly Twitter. To ensure timely,
efficient, and transparent delivery of
stipendiary benefits, the Government of
India has implemented the Direct Benefits
Transfer (DBT) mechanism in 2024,
directly transferring the government's share
of the stipend to apprentices' bank accounts.
The DBT system is intended to provide the

government's stipend share to all scheme
beneficiaries.

The NATS 2.0 portal, developed in-
house by the Ministry of Education with
support from AICTE and BoATs/BoPT,
facilitates managing the apprenticeship
lifecycle, including student registration,
vacancy advertisements, student
applications, contract creation, certification,
reporting, and stipend disbursal through
DBT. It is utilized by students, industries,
institutions, and implementing bodies such
as BoATs/BoPT. Initially used in pilot
mode, the portal is now fully functional and
supports the Ministry of Education in
executing the end-to-end DBT process.

The NEP 2020 aims to mainstream
vocational education and remove barriers
between different education streams. It
emphasises the integration of general and
vocational education to ensure vertical and
horizontal mobility for students. In
alignment with NEP 2020, the UGC and
AICTE have issued draft guidelines for
Apprenticeship Embedded Degree
Programmes (AEDP).

NEET 2024: MCC to hold 4 rounds of
counselling for over 1lakh UG seats

The Centre on Tuesday informed the
Rajya Sabha that they will take measures
to protect the interests of the student
community. In the Upper House of the
Parliament, a supplementary question
was filed related to the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET-
UG) and the Minister of State for Health
and Family Welfare Anupriya Patel
answered the question in the House.

“In so far as the allegations of a paper
leak are concerned the Supreme Court’s
judgement has already come to us ... |
would only like to assure through you
(the Chair) to the member that
government is committed to the best
interest of students and whatever is
needed will be done by the government.”
said Patel adding that the first round of
NEET-UG counselling would commence
from August 14. “We have already
announced that the first round of
counselling will begin from 14 August
and as per the Supreme Court’s order we
will be holding the counselling in four
rounds,” Patel said in the Rajya Sabha. In
the House, she also announced that the

fourth round of the NEET UG 2024
counselling will conclude on October 24.
In the House, the Minister also shared the
number of seats available for both UG
and PG courses in private and
government colleges. There is an increase
of 88% in medical colleges from 387
before 2014 to 731 as of now. Further,
there is an increase of 118% in MBBS
seats from 51,348 before 2014 to
1,12,112 as of now, read the government
data. The National Testing Agency had
declared the result of NEET-UG on June 4
and re-revised scorecard on July 26. The
dates for counselling were announced by
the Medical Counselling Committee
(MCC) of Directorate General of Health
Services (DGHS) through a public
notification on July 29. Registration of
eligible candidates will start from first
week of August. “The allotment of seats
under NEET-UG is carried out through a
transparent Online Counselling process. It
ensures convenience and accessibility to
candidates by allowing them to participate
in a hassle-free manner,” the government
said.
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