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NEET UG Row: No Officials Will Be

Spared If Found Guilty : Union Education

Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
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Union  Education  Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said on Sunday
that he had received information
about irregularities at two locations
in the National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (Undergraduate)
(NEET-UG) 2024. Mr Pradhan
assured students and their parents
that the government had taken
serious note of the matter. "No
official, even those at the highest
levels, will be spared if found guilty.
Significant  improvements  are
necessary within the NTA. I assure
you that no accused will be spared,
and they will face the harshest
punishment," he added.

Speaking to ANI in Odisha's
Sambalpur on the NEET issue, the
minister said, "Following the
Supreme Court's recommendations,
an order has been issued for a re-test
of 1,563 candidates due to

N

discovered at two
locations. I want to assure students
and parents that the government is
treating this matter very seriously. If
high-ranking officials of the NTA are
found guilty, they will face strict

irregularities

consequences. Significant
improvements are needed within the
NTA, and the government is
committed to ensuring
accountability. No culprit will be
spared; they will face the harshest

punishment." The minister's
assurance came in response to
opposition criticism amid allegations
of irregularities, inflated scores, and
paper leaks in the medical entrance
exam. A total of 23 lakh candidates
had appeared in the examination, and
results were declared on May 5.

The national examination body
and the education ministry are
investigating claims of a paper leak
at certain centers in Patna after the
Economic Offences Wing (EOW)
arrested 13 people, including four
examinees and their family
members. Regarding the alleged
irregularities at specific locations, Mr
Pradhan stated, "The government is
actively pursuing resolution and
reform, taking specific actions in
accordance with directives from the
Supreme Court. All efforts are
closely supervised by the court."

IAF Recruitment : Agniveer 2024 Notification
Issued, Registration Begins On July 8

The Indian Air Force (IAF)
has announced recruitment for
Agniveer Vayu positions under
the Agnipath scheme for 2024. It
offers a chance to unmarried
Indian male and female
candidates to join the Indian
Armed Forces. Applications will
be open from July 8 to July 28
through the official website,
agnipathvayu.cdac.in. Eligible
candidates, born between July 3,
2004, and January 3, 2008, can
apply, provided they do not
exceed 21 years of age at the

time of enrollment after clearing
all selection stages.

Educational Qualification

For Science Subjects

Candidates must have passed
Intermediate or equivalent with
Mathematics, Physics, and
English ~ from  recognized
Education Boards with at least
50% marks in aggregate and
50% in English. Alternatively,
completed a three-year Diploma
Course in Engineering with 50%
marks in aggregate and English
(if English was not a subject in

the Diploma).

For Non-Science Subjects

Candidates must have passed
Intermediate or equivalent in any
stream with 50% marks in
aggregate and 50% in English.
Alternatively, completed a two-
year vocational course with
similar marks.

Medical Standards

Height

For Male candidates, the
minimum acceptable height is
152.5 cmsFor Female
candidates, the minimum

acceptable height is 152
cmsCandidates from North East
or hilly regions of Uttarakhand
can have a lower minimum
height of 147 cmsFor candidates
from Lakshadweep, the
minimum height requirement is
150 cms

Weight

Proportionate to height and
age.

Visual Standards

6/12 each eye, correctable to
6/6 each eye.

Application Fee

Applicants are required to
pay a fee of Rs 550 to submit
their candidature.

The official notification
states, "Agniveervayu will be
enrolled in the Indian Air Force
under the Air Force Act 1950 for
a period of four years.
Agniveervayu will hold a distinct
rank in the Indian Air Force,
different from any existing ranks.
The Indian Air Force is not
obliged to retain Agniveervayu
beyond the engagement period of
four years."

Alapptakesjust7minutestocrackUPSC NEP 2020 : UGC introduces currici-

Prelims 2024, scores record 170/200

Al apps have definitely
been evolving quickly. Al-
based app PadhAlI scored over
170 marks out of 200 in the
UPSC Civil Services
Preliminary Examination
2024, completing the entire
paper within just seven
minutes. This unprecedented
achievement places PadhAl
among the top 10 scorers
nationally, possibly even
securing the top rank.
Developed by a team of
IITians, PadhAl showcased its
capabilities in a public setting
immediately after the UPSC
preliminary exam. The event,
held at The Lalit hotel in Delhi,
was attended by prominent
figures from the education
sector, the UPSC community,
and media professionals. The
Al app's performance was live-
streamed on
livestream.padhai.ai and

YouTube, allowing viewers to
witness this technological feat
in real-time.

PADHAI SCORES
OVER 170 MARKS

The AI app's score, which
significantly exceeds the
general qualifying score of
under 100, highlights its
potential in revolutionising
exam preparation and
performance. PadhAlI's
answers ~ were rigorously
compared with those of broad
Al models from major tech
companies like  OpenAl,
Microsoft, and Google, using
answer keys provided by
leading coaching institutes. It
was also much higher than the
average score bagged in this
prestigious exam. Karttikeya
Mangalam, CEO of PadhAl,
emphasised the significance of
this achievement, stating,
"This is the highest score
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achieved in the last 10 years of
UPSC exams. We believe that
while our event is first of its

kind, in a few years, such
events will become
commonplace as  several

educational institutions race to
solve papers quickly and
precisely with Als."

REVOLUTIONISING
UPSC PREPARATION

PadhAl is available on the
Google Play Store and offers a
suite of features designed to
enhance UPSC preparation.
These include news
summaries, smart Previous
Year Question (PYQ) search,
doubt clarification, interactive
answer explanations, and book
summaries. The app aims to
provide comprehensive
support to aspirants,
leveraging Al to streamline
and optimise their study
process.

lum and credit framework for
Postgraduate (PG) programmes

Aligning with the
National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, the
University Grants

Commission (UGC) has
introduced a curriculum
and credit framework for

Postgraduate (PG)
programmes. These
guidelines  will give

students the opportunity
to choose the courses of
their interest. As a part of
the recommendations for
PG programmes, UGC
has said that there may be
a two year programme
with the second year
devoted entirely to
research for those who

AALA AA

have completed the three
year Bachelor’s
programme. For students
completing a four year
Bachelor’s programme
with Honours/Honours
with research, there could
be a one year Master’s
programme. UGC also
suggested that there may
be an integrated five year
Bachelor’s/Master’s
programme. Additionally,
universities are
encouraged to offer PG
programmes in  core
disciplines like Machine
Learning and
multidisciplinary fields.
There shall be a National

Higher Education
Qualifications
Framework (NHEQF).
Higher education

qualifications leading to a
degree/diploma/certificat
e shall be described by the
NHEQF in terms of such
learning outcomes.
Accordingly, the levels
prescribed for the
master’s programme are
levels 6, 6.5, and 7, the
guidelines added.

The Master’s students
will have the flexibility to
move from one discipline
of study to another. There
will also be flexibility for
students who qualify UG
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with a double major to opt
for any of the two
subjects they have
majored. Moreover, there
is flexibility for students
who qualify UG with a
major and minor (s) to opt

for either major or
minor(s) subject in
Master’s programme.

Students will have the
opportunity for learners to
choose the courses of
their interest, and will
also have the flexibility to

switch to alternative
modes of learning
(offline, ODL, online
learning, and hybrid

modes of learning).
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