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II'T-Madras starts sports excellence-
based admissions in UG programmes,
admission through JEE score

The Indian Institute of
Technology Madras (IIT
Madras) will start the
‘Sports Excellence
Admission’ (SEA) from this
academic year 2024-2025.
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education while continuing
to excel in their sports.

The admission process
through SEA will require a
student to qualify JEE
(Advanced). However, the
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UGC's move to admit students twice ayear: Infrastructure,
designing academic sessions higyestchallenges

The recent decision of
the University Grants
Commission (UGCO)
allowing universities to
admit students twice a
year has drawn mixed
responses. While students
are happy that they will
have more flexibility, most
academics think the shift
in  higher education
necessitates a complete
overhaul of existing
administrative and
logistical frameworks in
universities.

The UGC has said that
biannual admissions are
not mandatory, but the
decision now provides
“flexibility” to institutions
that might want to
“increase their student
intake and offer new

programmes in emerging
areas.” The Commission
did not have wider
consultation with the
colleges and the
universities. Several
forums exist where vice-
chancellors or associations
of universities meet. UGC
did not consult any of
them  regarding  the
feasibility of admitting
students twice a year or the
preparedness of a
university. It has also not
identified what
programmes could be
offered bi-annually.

The Indira Gandhi
National Open University
(IGNOU) offers
programmes in two terms,
however, it does not offer
technical and professional

courses. The UGC,
although, did mention that
it is up to the universities
whether or not to admit
students in two terms, it has
failed to answer in which
course. Admitting students
in technical and
professional courses in two
terms in a year, would
mean, more manpower to
accommodate them.
Students are happy that
their year will not get
wasted, but if due to
administrative reasons
which will be prominent, a
university will not
implement this process,
students will start
demanding. This is where
we will fail again. This
decision of the UGC is,
however, student-centric.

IGNOU launches MBA programme in
Agribusiness Management (MBAABM)

The Indira Gandhi National Open
University (IGNOU) School of
Agriculture is launching a Master of
Business Administration (Agribusiness
Management) that aims to prepare
competent business professionals to
boost the agricultural business and
farmer’s economy.

This new programme intends to
develop business professionals for
managing farm businesses and agro-
based industries profitably. The
programme is of two-year duration and it
can be completed in the maximum
duration of four years. Candidates with a
bachelor’s degree in any discipline are
eligible to enroll in the MBA
Agribusiness Management programme.
MBAABM programme at IGNOU
fosters managerial skills and will also
provide need-based education,
enhancing efficiency and generating
more livelihoods and profitability in the
agriculture sector to improve the socio-
economic conditions for those involved
in agribusiness.

quota will ensure

success and failures, and
how to transform failures to
success with perseverance

and hard work. Sports

presence of youth with

he major objectives of the
programme are to generate competent
business professionals in agriculture,
food, rural, and allied sectors; fostering
startups and entrepreneurship among
farmers, intermediaries and traders
within the agri-business chain. It seeks
to equip these professionals with specific
managerial skills, develop expertise in
managing the techno-commercial
aspects of agribusiness and impart the
knowledge necessary to effectively
address national development plans,
agricultural policies and global trade.
The programme targets a diverse
range of participants, including fresh
graduates, progressive farmers and
agricultural extension workers. It caters
to traders, intermediaries, technicians,
and managers in agro-industries and
enterprises dealing with farming inputs
and  outputs.  Additionally, the
programme is ideal for startups,
entrepreneurs, market researchers,
managers, and personnel from
government and non-governmental

score obtained by the
candidates based on their
performance in a specific
list of sports. The seat
allotment will be done
based on this list. IIT

the

The institute, in a statement admission will not be these qualities in our Madras has added many
announced, will offer two through the Joint Seat campus who will be role sports-related electives and
supernumerary seats. Of Allocation Authority models for other children.” has state-of-the-art sports
these, one will be (JoSAA) portal but through Candidates who have infrastructure besides
exclusively for female a separate portal operated secured a position in the research facilities. This
students, in each of its by IIT Madras, which was Common Rank List (CRL) includes the Center of
undergraduate programmes launched on June 11, 2024.  or category-wise rank listin Excellence in  Sports
for Indians. Welcoming theJEE (Advanced) 2024, Science and Analytics

IIT Madras claims to be
the first II'T in the country to

introduce admissions for Kamakoti, director, IIT international-level sports
sportspersons in its Madras, said, “Sports not competition in the last four
undergraduate programmes. only teaches youth to years are encouraged to
This program aims to maintain good health and apply. A separate ‘Sports

further encourage deserving
students to pursue higher

sportspersons  to
through the SEA, Prof V

disciplined life but also the
mental maturity to handle

apply
medal

and have won at least one
in any national/

Rank List’ (SRL) will be
prepared based on the total

Tie Shial griAd fearia migicas

(CESSA), which delivers
high quality sports science
and education courses. It is
also developing sports
coaching products targeted
at students and coaches
through various strategic
collaborations.

organisations involved in agriculture and
allied sectors.

The Master of Business
Administration (Agribusiness
Management) programme at IGNOU
includes comprehensive courses
designed to equip students with a broad
range of skills in management and
agribusiness. The programme focuses on
agribusiness management and policies,
project  management, commodity
trading, production and supply chain
management, procurement and materials
management in agribusiness, along with
a significant project work component.

Detailed learning will be provided on
management aspects of agriculture
business activities in horticultural
production, post-harvest management,
livestock, agri-equipment, renewable
energy in agriculture, organic farming,
food safety and quality and agricultural
extension. The programme leads to a
robust foundation and advanced
expertise in managing various aspects of
agribusiness.

JEEAdvanced 2024
ART results out

The Indian Institute of Technology Madras
(IIT Madras) has released the Joint Entrance
Examination Advanced Architecture Aptitude
Test (JEE AAT) 2024 result on June 14. The JEE
Advanced 2024 result link is active on the
official website at — jeeadv.ac.in.

This year, the AAT exam was conducted on
June 12 from 9 am to 12 noon. The registration
for the exam began on June 9 at 10 am after the
declaration of the JEE Advanced 2024 result and
the portal was closed on June 10 at 5 pm. To
qualify the JEE Advanced AAT exam, candidates
need to secure marks above the cut-off score
declared by the Joint Implementation Committee
of JEE Advanced 2024. The committee will not
release a rank list for the AAT exam.

Candidates seeking to be enrolled on the
BArch programme at IIT Kharagpur, IIT (BHU)
Varanasi, and IIT Roorkee need to qualify for the
JEE Advance AAT, in addition to having at least
75 per cent in class 12 board or equivalent exam
to be eligible for BArch admission. However, the
aggregate
candidates from SC, ST and PwD category for
class 12 exam is a minimum of 65 per cent. The
seat allocation for JEE Advance AAT will be
influenced by the candidates category-wise All
India Rank (AIR) in the JEE Advanced 2024.

qualifying marks criteria for
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