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Jodhpur, Goa get new
directors - Education
ministry appoints

Six Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT) got
new directors on Thursday, according to
sources in the education ministry. While
Manindra Agrawal has been appointed as the
director of IIT-Kanpur, Devendra Jalihal of
IIT-Madras has been appointed as the director
of IIT-Guwahati, they said.

Agrawal was a professor at IIT-Kanpur's
Department of Computer Science and
Engineering. "Avinash Kumar Agarwal, pro-
fessor at IIT-Kanpur's Department of
Mechanical Engineering, has been appointed
as the director of IIT-Jodhpur," a source said.
"Sukumar Mishra has been appointed as the
director of IIT-Dhanbad while DS Katti will be
the new head of IIT-Goa," the source added.

Amit Patra has been appointed as the director
of IT-BHU.
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Bar Council urges higher education institutes, state
governments to uphold sanctity of legal education

The Bar Council of India
(BCI) has urged all state
governments and universi-
ties to help the top lawyers'
body in its "endeavour to
uphold the sanctity and qual-
ity" of legal education. The
representation issued by Bar
Council of India (BCI) sec-
retary Srimanto Sen said the
general council of the top
lawyers' body passed a reso-
lution in June 2015 urging all
state governments and uni-
versities to impose restric-
tions on the issuance of No
Objection Certificates
(NOCs) for opening new law
institutes and affiliations to
them for three years.

"Despite this resolute
decision and the subsequent
issuance of circulars to the
effect, it is regrettable to note
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that over 300 NOCs were
issued by state governments,
and affiliations were granted
by universities," the circular
dated April 15 said. "This
concerning trend highlights
the urgent need for stricter
adherence to regulatory mea-
sures to curb the unchecked
proliferation of law colleges
across the country," it added.
Listing the "suggested guide-
lines" for the grant of NOCs,
including the financial via-
bility of the proposed law
institution and its compli-
ance with all regulatory stan-
dards, the circular said, "The
responsibility for curbing the
mushroom growth and pro-
liferation of substandard law
colleges does not rest solely
on the shoulders of the BCI."

It said while BCI was to its
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regulatory role, the active
involvement and cooperation
of universities and govern-
ment bodies was indispens-
able to achieve the goal of
maintaining the highest stan-
dards of legal education. "It
is crucial to recognise the
pivotal roles played by both
the state government and the
universities in addressing the
mushroom growth or prolif-
eration of substandard law
colleges.

"The foundation for tack-
ling this issue lies in the
groundwork carried out by
the state government's higher
education department and
the universities, which serve
as the grassroots entities
responsible for regulating
educational standards," the
representation said.
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It underlined the three
stages of establishing a law
college. One — obtaining an
NOC from the state govern-
ment, two — the concerned
university providing affilia-
tion, and three — the BCI
granting approval. "By
meticulously adhering to
these stages, the state gov-
ernment, higher education
departments,

and universities can col-
lectively mitigate the prolif-
eration of substandard law
colleges," the representation
said. "We appeal to universi-
ties and the ministry of edu-
cation in each state to join
hands with the BCI in our
endeavour to uphold the
sanctity and quality of legal
education in India," it added.
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Approval Not Required To Start
ODL, Online Courses, Says UGC

University Grants
Commission (UGC) has
released a notification maintain-
ing that it will not be mandatory
for the state/private universities
to take approval of All India
Council for Technical Education
(AICTE) to run technical pro-
grammes.

After the new development,
the central, state and private uni-
versities will not require prior
approval or no objection certifi-
cation (NOC) from AICTE
along with their application to
UGC for offering of undergrad-
uate, postgraduate and postgrad-
uate diploma programmes under
Management, Computer
Application and Travel and
Tourism disciplines in open and
distance learning (ODL) or
online mode. However, deemed
to be universities will continue
to require prior approval/recom-
mendation/ NOC of AICTE for
offering of such programmes,
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before submitting their applica-
tion to the commission. An offi-

cial notification by the
University Body reads, "The
Commission considered the

communication received from
AICTE staring that as per Hon
'ble Supreme Court Judgement
in Bharathidasan University and
another vs All India Council for
Technical Education and Others
(2001, 8 SCC 676, it is not
mandatory for the State/Private
Universities to take AICTE
approval to run technical pro-
grammes." "After detailed delib-
erations, the commission decid-
ed that for universities whether
State or Central or Private, prior
approval recommendation NOC
of AICTE shall not be required,
as per UGC (ODL Programmes
and Online  Programmes)
Regulations, 2020 for offering
programmes in ODL and or
online made," added the notifi-
cation.
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